
 

FAST FACTS 
BIRTHS 

IN AUSTRALIA 
2008 

 
296,600 

 

RESEARCH 
CURRENTLY 

BEING FUNDED 
 

Implementation of the PSANZ 
Guidelines for Perinatal 

Mortality: Improving clinical 
practice in maternity hospitals to 

reduce stillbirth and neonatal 
death and provide appropriate 
bereavement care for parents.  

MONEY 
INVESTED IN 

RESEARCH AND 
HEALTH 

PROMOTION TO 
DATE 

 

$16 million 

 
SIDS DEATHS 

1989 – 2008 

 

3,774 
 

 
LIVES SAVED 
SINCE SAFE 
SLEEPING 
PROGRAM 

BEGAN 
 

6,561 
 

 

DECREASE 
IN THE RATE 

(%) SIDS 
DEATHS  

1989 – 2007 
 

85% 
 

DEATHS 
UNDER 1YR 
OF AGE IN 

2008 
Other ill-defined and 

unspecified causes or SIDS 

130 
0.4 per 1,000 live births 

 

SUDI 
INCIDENCE 
BY STATE 

 

NSW – 35          
VIC – 21 
QLD – 37 

SA – 2           
WA – 24 
TAS – 3 
NT – 5 

 

SIDS  
DEATHS IN 

2008 
 

59 
0.3 per 1,000 live births 

 

SIDS 
INCIDENCE 
BY STATE 

 
NSW – 26         
VIC – 16 
QLD – 9            
WA – 1 
TAS – 1 

 
All other states & 

territories - 0 
 

PERINATAL1 
DEATHS 

2007 
 

3,024 
10.3 deaths per  

1,000 births 

 

NEONATAL2 
DEATHS 

2007 
 

846 
 

2.9 deaths per  
1,000 births 

 

STILLBIRTHS3 
2007 

 

2,177 
 

7.4 deaths per  
1,000 births 

 

Definitions 
1. Perinatal – Stillbirths or neonatal deaths.  2. Neonatal – Deaths within 28 days of birth.  3. Stillbirth – Delivery of a child after 20 weeks gestation/400 grams who did not breathe or show evidence of life such as heart beat after delivery.  
 
Sources 
Source of birth statistics: Australian Bureau of Statistics, 3301.0 – Births Australia, 2008. Canberra, 2009 
Source of death statistics: Australian Bureau of Statistics, SIDS in Australia 1981-2000: A statistical overview.  Canberra ABS, 2003 and 3303.0 – Causes of Death, Australia, 2008. Canberra, 2009 
Source of perinatal statistics: Laws P & Sullivan EA 2009.  Australia’s mothers and babies 2007. Perinatal statistics series no.23. Cat no. PER 48. Sydney: AIHW National Perinatal Statistics Unit. 

 


