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Infant mortality in Australia – Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians 
 
The infant mortality rate has declined in Australia from 5.0 deaths per 1000 live births over the 
period 2001–2003 to an average of 4.6 deaths per 1000 live births over the period 2005–2007 
(figure E.15).1 
 

 
 
 
For the period 2005–2007, the average infant mortality rate for Indigenous children in the various 
States or Territories with data available ranged from  8.9 per 1,000 to 15.7 per 1,000 (tables 
EA.15 and EA.16). Longer-term trends suggest that the mortality rate for Indigenous infants (WA, 
SA and the NT) decreased by 47% between 1991 and 2006. Despite this significant improvement 
in infant mortality for Indigenous children, rates are still markedly higher than for non-Indigenous 
Australians.  
 

                                                      
1 SCRGSP (Steering Committee for the Review of Government Service Provision) 2010, 
Report on Government Services 2010, Productivity Commission, Canberra.  
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